At the end of the first/seventh century and the first decades of the second/ eighth century the bureaucracy of the late Umayyad governors of Egypt produced thousands of official documents on papyrus. A few of these documents have survived in complete or almost complete form, and provide historians with important contemporary evidence about a variety of subjects, especially the state of economic and political affairs and the workings of the late Umayyad bureaucracy. Many more survive only in fragmentary form, but even these fragments sometimes yield precious clues about contemporary life.
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